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Happy New Year Warriors!
Every New Year brings with it new goals, resolutions and change. Teachers and Administrators review
the school’s progress and students begin looking at future plans for their life, if just for the next school
year. We all do what we can to make life better for our families and for those around us.
The reason I love PTSA so much is that it gives me a chance to work with all the above people and lots of
wonderful parents for the betterment of our school and our kids. By being a part of my local PTSA, I get
to know first-hand what’s going on and I have the opportunity to make a difference in a fun environment.
Spring is around the corner and Martin PTSA will begin filling positions for the 2017-18 school year. If
you have ever wanted to become involved, we have ALL KINDS of positions from BIG to SMALL.
Many of our board members serve on more than one board or booster club so there is plenty of support to
go around. If it’s your first-time or if you are a seasoned volunteer, please contact me with any questions:
melbell@swbell.net. You can also find the current Officer Search form on our website at martinptsa.com
if you would like to apply.
Please make an effort to join us at our next Association Meeting in the cafeteria on March 6th at 6:30. This
is the same night as Open House and we would LOVE to meet you!

If you have a SENIOR, please look for the scholarship information located in Smoke Signals. We don’t
want your family to miss this great opportunity.
I wish you a safe and healthy remaining school year!
Go Martin!!!
Melody Fowler
Martin PTSA President 2016-17

Visit Our Website For The Latest PTSA News
www.martinptsa.com
Facebook
facebook.com/mar2413
tinptsa
Twitter
twitter.com/martinptsa
Instagram
instagram.com/martinptsa
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2017-2018 Martin High School PTSA Officer Search
The Nominating Committee is searching for individuals to slate as officers for the 2017-2018 school year. The slate of officers
will be presented at the March Association Meeting. Please help the committee by considering a position yourself or nominating someone else. Brief job descriptions are listed below. Your consideration is greatly appreciated! (Interest forms for Standing Committee Chairmanships will be available in March.)
PRESIDENT: Plan and preside at all meetings; coordinate the work of the officers and chairmen; and promote the
good of the PTA.
1st VP AIDE to the PRESIDENT: Act as aide to the President and preside in the absence of the President.
2nd VP MEMBERSHIP: Conduct the PTSA membership drive and maintain membership records.
3rd VP BUDGET & FINANCE: Work closely with the Treasurer in developing a budget to meet the needs of the year’s
activities; suggest and implement fundraising ideas.
4th VP COMMUNICATIONS: Promote communication between school, home, and community; compile a newsletter.
5th VP SCHOOL SERVICES: Coordinate with school officials the volunteer needs for the school.
6th VP HOSPITALITY: Develop a spirit of friendliness and cooperation among all members, visitors, and teachers;
coordinate refreshments as requested by the Executive Board.
7th VP SCHOLARSHIP: Coordinates Martin HS PTSA Scholarship Committee; serves as Martin’s representative on
the AISD Council of PTAs’ Scholarship Committee.
SECRETARY: Record the minutes of both the Executive Board and Association Meetings; provide copies as needed.
TREASURER: Keep a full and accurate account of PTA monies.

Office

Current
School

Name

Phone #

PRESIDENT
1st VP AIDE to the PRESIDENT
2nd VP MEMBERSHIP

3rd VP BUDGET & FINANCE
4th VP COMMUNICATIONS
5th VP SCHOOL SERVICES
6th VP HOSPITALITY
7th VP SCHOLARSHIP
SECRETARY
TREASURER

Please Send to: Att: Cara Hackley - Nominating Committee Chair
Email: carahackley@sbcglobal.net
Mail: Att Cara Hackley Martin PTSA, P.O. Box 175188 Arlington, TX 76003
Deadline for submission is February 15th, 2017
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Counselors' Corner
February 2017

MEET YOUR COUNSELORS!
A-Browd:
Browe-Dap:
Dar-Gh:
Gi-Hy:
I-Ll:
Lm-Mix:
Miz-Ph:
Pi-Sans:
Sant-Trap:
Trar-Z:
AVID/STEM:

David Pyatt
Amy Benson
Jana Lewis
Suzanne Bandy
Connie David
Barbara Moeller
Jarita Galbreath
Susan Kingen
Edwina Thompson
Jai Davis
Sara Stringer
“Go confidently in the direction of your dreams.
Live the life you have imagined.” –Henry David Thoreau
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IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN!!
Throughout the month of January and February, counselors will be busily registering students for next year’s classes. It’s hard to believe that we’re already thinking
about the next school year! One thing to consider when deciding on classes is
whether or not to take Advanced Placement (AP) classes (and potentially earn
COLLEGE CREDIT while still in high school!). Your counselor can help you decide
what’s best for you, but here are some things to help you get started:
*STAND OUT IN COLLEGE ADMISSIONS: Deciding to take an AP course lets colleges
and universities know that you have what it takes to succeed in an undergraduate
environment. When admissions officers see “AP” on your transcript, they know that
what you experienced in a particular class has prepared you well for the challenges of college.
*EARN COLLEGE CREDIT: By taking an AP course and scoring successfully on the
related AP Exam, you can save on college expenses: most colleges and universities nationwide offer college credit, advanced placement, or both, for qualifying
AP scores.
*SKIP INTRODUCTORY CLASSES: If you already know your preferred college major,
taking a related AP course and earning a qualifying score on the AP Exam can
help you advance and avoid required introductory courses—so you can move directly into upper-level classes and focus on the work that interests you most.
*BUILD COLLEGE SKILLS: Taking an AP course builds the skills you’ll need throughout
your college years. You give your mind a rigorous workout while polishing up your
time-management and study skills. You also get better at handling challenging
issues and problems, with the support of your AP teachers. AP courses let you
know what to expect during the next phase of your educational journey, and help
you build the confidence to succeed.
*GET THE MOST OUT OF YOUR CLASSES:
With AP, you…
*GET MORE: With AP, you get to dig deeper into subjects you love.
*GET HANDS-ON: In AP’s immersive courses , you get to learn how things really
work.
*GET INVOLVED: In AP classes, learning means sharing your ideas and expressing
yourself.
*GET SUPPORT: With AP, you get to explore new ideas with your classmates and
AP teachers.
*GET TO KNOW YOURSELF: In AP classes, you can set bigger goals for yourself and
do things you never thought possible!

6

AP MYTHS vs. REALITY
Myth: AP Courses are too stressful.
Reality: AP courses are challenging. However, the support you’ll receive from
your classmates and teachers can help ease your worries.
Myth: I can’t afford to take an AP Exam.
Reality: AP aims to be affordable to everyone. Fee reductions for students
with financial need are available.
Myth: AP courses have too much extra work.
Reality: You’ll have to work hard in AP, but it’s hard work that’s worthwhile.
Myth: I can’t take AP because no one recommended me.
Reality: If you think you’re ready, then you can advocate for yourself—talk to a
teacher or counselor.
Myth: I won’t score high enough on the exam to get credit.
Reality: You don’t need to score a 5. Most colleges grant credit—and placement as well—based on a 3 or better.
Myth: Taking AP courses could hurt my GPA.
Reality: Your decision to take an AP course shows admission officers that
you’re willing to take on the academic challenge of college-level work and
expectations.
If you have any questions about Advanced Placement classes, or would like to
know if AP can be a good choice for you, talk to your counselor! J

*Information gathered from collegeboard.org
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Make a note

of it… “To be a singer who truly inspires, we must throw out ego out the door and show up to serve.
That’s when we truly change the world” Kerri Ho www.thesongbirdtree.com

Our spirit wear is on display in the choir room. It is always on sale. You can find the order form in the
choir room, and it will be available at all the concerts. Wear the spirit-wear proudly and support Martin
High School!

All State Audition Results for MHS CHOIR
Congratulations to the MHS Choir students
Advancing to the Texas All State Choir!
Caroline D
Macy M

Jillian M
Ryan O

Rachel R
Gabi T

2016-2017 MHS CHOIR Calendar of Events
Sat/Jan 21
Tues/Feb 7
Feb 8-11
Thurs/Feb 16
Fri/Feb 24
Sat/Feb 25
Sat/Mar 4
Tue/Mar 7
Tues/Apr 4
Tues/Apr 11
Apr 18-19
Apr 21-24
Thurs/May 4
Tues/May 9
May 22-24
May 25-27
Sat/May 27
TBA
Sun/May 28
TBA
TBA
Fri/June 2

updated January 2017

- Martin Choir Cluster Concert - Show Choir and Chorale (concerts 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m.)
- MHS Choir Booster Club Executive Meeting 6:00 p.m. & General Meeting 7:00 p.m. in the Choir Room
- TMEA - San Antonio
-Solo/Ensemble Recital in Choir Room 6:00-7:00 p.m.
- Show Choir Showcase 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. at Bowie High School
- Solo/Ensemble Contest at Lamar High School - Times TBA
- POPS Concert 7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. in the Auditorium
- Chipotle Fundraiser 5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
- Pre - UIL 3:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
- MHS Choir Booster Club Executive Board Meeting 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. in the Choir Room *2nd Tues. due to Pre UIL
- Choir UIL at Mansfield ISD Center for the Performing Arts – Times TBA
- Chorale Spring Trip to Washington, D.C.
- Spring Concert 7:00 p.m. in the Auditorium – 2017 Seniors Recognized!
- MHS Choir Booster Club Exec Board Meeting 6:00 p.m. & General Meeting 7:00 p.m. (Choir Room) - 2017 Seniors Recognized!
- Musical Dress Rehearsal 3:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
- Musical at 7:00 p.m. in the Auditorium
- Musical at 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. in the Auditorium
- Chamber Recital – exact location, date, and time TBA
- Choir Banquet (tickets must be purchased by students) – 7:00 p.m. Fort Worth Club
- Varsity Show Choir Learning Session
- Varsity Show Choir Auditions for 2017-2018
- Chorale Sings at Graduation (UTA College Park Center) – 7:30 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. (Call time TBA)

Sign-up to receive Twitter updates via text message from @MartinChoir without being a Twitter user! Simply send a text message to
40404. In the body of the message type:FOLLOW @MartinChoir. There must be a space after FOLLOW, but not one after the @
sign. You will then receive confirmation text stating you are now following MartinChoir. Standard text messaging rates apply.
**Be sure to help out Martin Choir in one of our easiest fundraisers all year - Enroll in Kroger’s Community Rewards by visiting
www.KrogerCommunityRewards.com / Locate your state and click "Enroll Now" / Sign in to your online account, or create an account / Find and select MARTIN H.S. CHOIR-PARENT BOOSTER CLUB, and click "Save"** - Contact Kathy Hayes or Tamarah Schirm
(Kathy: stormyandkathy@sbcglobal.net; Tamarah: tamarah@schirms.net ) if you need further -assistance. Anyone in any state can sign
up, so pass this on to your friends and family! J
Don’t forget to visit our Martin Choir website and add as one of your favorites, click on choir calendar to see a daily list of rehearsals and meetings and updates to above schedule - www.martinchoir.com
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PTSA Student Recognition Awards
3rd Six Weeks 2016-17
Each six weeks PTSA selects students nominated by the faculty and
staff that have shown these characteristics:
DEDICATION~COOPERATION~MORAL CHARACTER~
POSITIVE ATTITUDE~LEADERSHIP~CITIZENSHIP~
SOCIAL RESPOSIBILITY~STUDENT GROWTH
We are proud of these students and their accomplishments!
Senior ~~ Jaylee H, Kali J, Robert K, Julie L and Cristina V
Junior ~~ Trevion A and Kayla H
Sophomore ~~ Brooklin B, Olsen L, Nicole M, Cassidy M, Brooklyn R and
Stephanie S

Freshman ~~ Michaela G and Angelik N

Thank you MHS faculty and staff for all your nominations!
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PTSA Scholarships
PTSA Scholarship applications for Seniors are available in the Counseling Office or may be downloaded from the PTSA website!
http://www.arlingtoncouncilofptas.org/scholarship-information.html

Applicant and a parent or guardian must be a member of Martin PTSA
in order to apply for these scholarships.

DEADLINE: Application must be received by Thursday, March 9, 2017.
Return applications to Aileen Bennett
(MHS office located across from 181C)
Paper clip documents together.
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Student Scholarship Information
Arlington Council of PTAs VP
Shana Munn
shanamunn@hotmail.com

[Local PTSA Chairman]

2016/2017
Named Scholarships are:
Era Morgan Cribbs Memorial
Dora Nichols Memorial
Woodrow Counts
Arlington Council of PTAs

Recipients
Two given citywide
Two given citywide
One given citywide
Two per high school

14

Amount
$500.00
$500.00
$500.00
$500.00

Scholarship Guidelines
Deadline: Thursday, March 9, 2017 (must be received by)
Selection for the Arlington Council of PTAs Student Scholarship will be based on academic record,
school and community involvement, financial need, work experience, and completeness of form.
The Arlington Council of PTAs has established the following guidelines in authorizing this scholarship program. Only complete applications received by the due date will be considered. All information on this application shall be considered confidential.
Applicant and a parent or guardian must be a member of the Local PTA/PTSA at the school
where the student is currently enrolled. The Local PTA must be in good standing with the Ar lington Council of PTAs and Texas PTA. Applicant’s and parent’s or guardian’s name must be on the
current membership list that has been sent off to Texas PTA State Office at the time of application.

SCHOLARSHIP CHECKLIST
Personal Profile
 Briefly state any comments about yourself that will help the scholarship committee get to know
you better as an individual. These comments may include such things as your goals, interests, special needs, or attributes. Please use a separate piece of paper and limit your response to one page.
Letters of Recommendation
 Include one recommendation letter from a teacher, counselor, or school principal.
 Include one recommendation letter from an employer, minister, neighbor, or adult friend over 21
years of age.
Application, pages 1 and 2 only – completed and signed
1. High School Transcript – including 7th semester
2. Personal Profile Letter
3. Letters of Recommendation
Please note: Any additional infor mation pr ovided with this application other than what is r equired above will be discarded and not used in the evaluation process.
No late applications or information will be accepted.

Please Paper Clip your information together, and return to your Local PTA Scholarship Chairman.
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ARLINGTON COUNCIL OF PTAs STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 2016/2017
List the name of the Local PTA where you and your parent or guardian is a member ________________________
PTA Member’s Name and address________________________________________________________________
PTA Member's email address____________________________________________________________________
GENERAL INFORMATION
Name ________________________________________

Age ______

Address _______________________________________ Zip _______ Phone __________________
Father’s Name _________________________________ Occupation ________________________
Address ________________________________________ City ________________ Zip ___________
Mother’s Name _________________________________ Occupation _________________________
Address ________________________________________ City ________________ Zip ___________
With whom do you live? ______________________________________________________________
List Siblings at: Home
Age _____
Age _____

College or Vocational School
Age _____
Age _____
Age _____
Age _____

Age _____
Age _____

Family Annual Income:
____ $0 - $25,000
____ $25,001 - $50,000

____
____

$50,001 - $75,000
$75,001 – $100,000

____

over $100,000

Please provide any information you would like the committee to consider regarding your financial need.

HIGH SCHOOL ACADEMIC PROFILE
SAT: Reading ______ Math ______ Writing ______ Total ______

Number in your class _______ Rank in your class _______

ACT: Composite ______

GPA ________________

I understand that if I am selected to receive a scholarship, my final approval is contingent upon the completion of my high
school requirements prior to August 31 of my graduating year. If I do not meet this requirement, I relinquish any right to the
Arlington Council of PTAs scholarship. I also understand that I must be enrolled in college no later than the fall semester
following my high school graduation or I forfeit the scholarship. If I receive notification of a full scholarship by May 1, I
agree to forfeit the Arlington Council of PTAs scholarship.
________________________________________
Signature of Applicant
Date

_________________________________________
Signature of Parent/Guardian
Date
1
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EDUCATIONAL PLANS: What are your top three choices for college/vocational schools?
#1 ________________________

#2 ________________________

#3 _________________________

What major course(s) of study are you considering at this time? ____________________________________
EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION: Please list your employment record for the last four years and note if you
worked during the school year or summer break.
Place

Position

School Year/

Date (Month/
From ______
From ______
From ______
From ______
From ______

Hours/Week

HIGH SCHOOL, COMMUNITY, CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS and ACTIVITIES: Please list all organizations and activities in which you have been involved in for the past four years. Include grade, honors/awards
received, and offices held. Do not add a resume. (Please use the format shown below on an additional page
if you need more space.)

Grade

Organization/Activity

Honor/Award
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Office Held

